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Rms OR EIGNERS obferve that there 
Wm) are no ladies in the world more 
iM beautiful, or more ill drefled than 
Mh thofe of England. Our country- 
women have been compared to 
thofe Pictures, where the face is the work of a 
Raphael ; but the draperies thrown out by fome 
empty pretender, deftitute of tafte, and entirely 
unacquainted with defigne. 





If I were a poet, I might obferve, on this oc- 
cafion, that fo much beauty fet off with all the 
advantages of drefs, would be too powerful an 

, D an- 
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antagonift for the oppofite fex, and therefore it was 
wifely ordered, that our ladies fhould want tafte, 
left their admirers fhould entirely want reafon. 


But to confefs a truth, I do not find they have 
@ greater averfion to fine cloaths than the women 
of any other country whatfoever. I can’t fancy 
that a fhopkeeper’s wife in Cheapfide has a greater 
tendernefs for the fortune of her hufband than a 
citizen’s wife in Paris; or that mifs in a boarding- 
fchool is more an oeconomift in drefs than ma- 
demoifelie in a nunnery. 


Although Paris may be accounted the foil in 
which almoft every fafhion takes its rife, its in- 
fluence is never fo general there as with us. They 
ftudy there the happy method of uniting grace 
and fafhion, and never excufe a woman for being 
aukwardly drefled, by faying her cloaths are made 
in the mode. A French woman is a perfect archi- 
tect in drefs ; fhe never, with Gothic ignorance, 
mixes the orders; fhe never tricks out a fquabby 
Doric fhape, with Corinthian finery; or, to 
fpeak without metaphor, fhe conforms to general 
fafhion, only when it happens not to be repugnant 
to private beauty. . 


Our ladies, om the contrary, feem to have no 
other ftandard for grace but the run of the town. 
If fafhion gives. the word, every diftin@tion of 
2 beauty, 
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beauty, complexion, or ftature ceafes. Sweeping 
trains, Pruffian bonnets, and trollopees, as like 
each other, as if cut from the fame piece, level 
all to one ftandard. The mall, the gardens, and 
playhoufes are filled with ladies in uniform, and 
their whole appearance fhews as little variety or 
tafte as if their cloaths were befpoke by the colonel 
of a marching regiment, or fancied by the fame 
artift who dreffes the three battalions of guards. 


But not only ladies of every fhape and com- 
plexion, but of every age too, are poffeffed of this 
unaccountable paffion of drefling in the fame man- 
ner. A lady of no quality can be diftinguifhed 
from a lady of fome quality only by the rednefs of 
her hands ; and a woman of fixty, mafked, might 
eafily pafs for her grand-daughter. I remember, 
a few days ago, to have walked behind a dam- 
fel, tofled out in all the gaiety of fifteen; her 
drefs was loofe, unftudied, and feemed the refult 
of confcious beauty. I called up all my poetry on 
this occafion, and fancied twenty Cupids prepared 
for execution in every folding of her white negli- 
gee. I had prepared my imagination for an angel’s 
face; but what was my mortification to find that 
the imaginary goddefs was no other than my 
coufin Hannah, four years older than myfelf, and 
I fhall be fixty-two the twelfth of next No- 
vember, 
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After the tranfports of our firft falute were 
over, I could not avoid running’ my éyé over her 
whole appearance. Her gown wis of cambtick, 
cut fhort before, in order to difeover an high- 
heeled fhoe, which was buckled almoft at the 
toe. Her cap, if cap it might be éalled that cap’ 
was none, confifted of a few bits of cambrick,’ 
and flowers of painted papér ftuck oh one fide of her’ 
head. Her bofom, that had féle no Hand, but the 
hand of time, thefe twenty years, rofe, fuing, but 
in vain, to be preffed. I could, indeed, have wifhed 
her more than an handkerchief of Paris«net to 
fhade her beauties ; for, as Taffo fays of the rofe- 
bud, Quanto fi moftra men tanto epit bella, tfhould 
think he her’s moft pleafing when leaft difcovefed. 


As my coufin had not put on all this finery for 
nothing, fhe was at that time fallyitig out td the 
park, when I had overtaken her. Perceiving, liow- 
ever, that I had on my beft wig, the offered, if 
I would "fquire her there, to fend home the foot- 
man. Though I trembled for our reception in 
public, yet I could not, with any civility, refufe ; 
fo, to be as gallant as poffible, I took her hand 
in my arm, and thus we marched on together. 


When we made our entry at the Park, two 
antiquated figures; fo polite and fo tender as we 
feemed to be, foon attraéted the eyes of the com- 
pony: As we made. our way among crowds who 

were 
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were out to thew their finery as well as we, 
wherever we came I perceived we brought good- 
humour in our train. The polite could not for- 
bear fmiling, and the vulgar burft out into a 
hhorfe laugh at our grotefque figures. Coufin 
jHannah, who was perfeétly .confcious of the 
Xectitude of her own appearance, attributed all 
this mirth to the oddity of mine; while I 
as cordially placed the whole to her ac- 
‘count. Thus, from being two of the beft- 
natured creatures alive, before we got half way 
up the mall, we both began to grow peevifh, and, 
like two mice on a ftring, endeavoured to revenge 
‘the impertinence of others upon ourfelves. «* I am 
4¢ amazed, coufin Jeffery, fays mifs, that I can 
‘© never get you to drefs like a Chriftian. I knew 
"&¢ we fhould have the eyes of the Park upon us, 
‘¢ with your great wig fo frizzed, and yet fo 
‘* beggarly, and your monftrous muff. I hate 
.*© thofe odious muffs.” I could have patiently 
borne a criticifm on all the reft of my equipage ; 
but, as I had always a peculiar veneration for my 
muff, I could not forbear being piqued a little ; and 
throwing my eyes with a fpiteful air on her bofom, 
«¢ I could heartily with, madam, replied I, that, for 

‘© your fake, my muff was cut into a tippet.” 


As my coufin, by this time, was grown heartily 
afhamed of-her. gentleman ufher, and as I was never 
very fond of any kind of exhibition myfelf, it was 
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mutually agreed to retire, for a while, to one of 
the feats, and from that retreat, remark on others 
as freely as they had remarked on us. | 


When feated we continued filent for fome 
time, employed in very different fpeculations. I 
regarded the whole company now pafling in re- 
view before me, as drawn out merely for my 
amufement. For my entertainment the beauty had 
all that morning been improving her charms, the 
beau had put on lace, and the young doctor a 
big wig, merely to pleafe me. But quite different 
were the fentiments of coufin Hannah; fhe re- 
garded every well-dreffed woman as a victorious 
rival, hated every face that feemed dreffed in good 
humour, or wore the appearance of greater happi- 
nefs than her own. I perceived her uneafinefs, 
and attempted to leffen it, by obferving that there 
‘was no company in the Park to-day. To this the 
readily affented ; ‘* and yet, fays fhe, it is full 
‘¢ enough of fcrubs of one kind or another.”” My 
fmiling at this obfervation gave her fpirits to pur- ~ 
fue the bent of her inclination, and now fhe be- 
gan to exhibit her fkill in fecret hiftory, as the 
found me difpofed to liften. ‘* Obferve, fays fhe 
“*to me, that old woman in tawdry filk, and 
*¢ drefled out even beyond the fafhion. That is 
“© mifs Biddy Evergreen. Mifs Biddy, it feems, 
** has money, and as fhe confiders that money 
“¢ was never fo fcarce as it is now, fhe feems re- 
-  folved to keep what fhe has to herfelf. She is 


6&6 ugly 
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-S ugly enough. you fee; yet, I affure you, the 
‘¢ has refufed feveral offers, to my own know- 
‘¢ ledge, within this twelvemonth, Let me fee, 
¢¢ three gentlemen from Ireland who ftudy the law, . 
*€ two waiting captains, her doétor, and and a 
¢ Scotch preacher, who had like to have car- 
‘¢ ried her off. All her time is paffed between 
‘¢ ficknefs and finery. Thus fhe fpends the whole 
S¢ week in a clofe chamber, with no other com- 
‘© pany but her monkey, her apothecary, and cat, 
‘¢ and comes dreffed out to the Park every Sunday, 
‘¢ to fhew her airs, to get new lovers, to catcha 
*¢ new cold, and to make new work for the 
s¢ doétor. 


*¢ There goes Mrs. Roundabout, I mean the 
*¢ fat lady in the luteftring trollopee. Between 
‘¢ you and I, fhe is but a cutler’s wife. See how 
‘¢ fhe’s dreffed as fine as hands and pins can make 
‘¢ her, while her two marriageable daughters, 
S¢ like bunters, in ftuff gowns, are now taking 
‘¢ fixpennyworth of tea at the White-conduit- 
* houfe. Odious pufs, how fhe waddles along, 
‘¢ with her train two yards behind her! She puts 
‘* mein mind of my lord Bantam’s Indian fheep, 
‘¢ which are obliged to have their monftrous tails . 
' 6¢ trundled along in a go-cart. For all her airs, 
“* it goes to her hufband’s heart to fee four yards 
‘* of good luteftring wearing againft the ground, 
‘6 like one of his knives on a grindftone. To 
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‘¢ fpeak my tmihd, coufin Jeffery, I never likéa 
*¢ thofe tails; for fuppofe a young fellow ‘fhould 
¢* be rude, and the lady thould offer to ftep back 
“¢ in a fright, inftead of retiring, ‘fhe treads upon 
‘¢her train, and falls fairly on her back ; -atid 
*¢then you know, coufin,—her cloaths ‘may be 
“¢ fpoiled. 


‘© Ah! mifs Mazzard! I knew we :fhould not 
‘¢ mifs her in the Park; ‘fhe in the monftrous 
*¢ Pruflian bonnet. Mifs, though fo very fine, 
‘¢ was bred a milliner, and might have had fome 
*¢ cuftom if fhe had minded her bufinefs; but 
** the girl was fond of finery, and inftead of Uref- 
*¢ fing her cuftomers, laid out all her goods in 
*¢ adorning herfelf. Every new gown fhe put on 


:.$€impaired her credit ; fhe ftill, however, went 
. **-on, | improving her appearance, and leflening 
- *¢ her little fortune, and is now, you fee, become 


*© a belle and a bankrupt.” 


My coufin was proceeding in her remarks, 
which were interrupted by the approach of the 
very lady fhe had been fo freely defcribing. 
Mifs had perceived her at a diftance, and ap- 


i proached to falute her. I found, by the warmth 


of the two ladies proteftations, that they had been 
long intimate efteemed friends and acquaintance. 
Both were fo pleafed at this happy rencounter, 
that they were refolved not to part for the day. 
So we all crofled the Park together, and I faw 

3 them 
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them into a hackney coach at the gate of St. 
James’s. I could not, however, help obferving, 
That they are generally moft ridiculous themfelves, 
who are apt to fee moft ridicule in others. 
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SOME 


PARTICULARS. 


RELATIVE TO 


CHARLES XIL 


Not commonly known. ° 


SIR, Stockholm, 


Cannot refift your folicitations, though it is 

poffible I fhall be unable to fatisfy your curio- 
fity. The polite of every country feem to have 
but one character. A gentleman of Sweden dif- 
fers but little, except in_trifles, from one of any 
other country. It is among the vulgar we are ta 
find thofe diftinétions which characterize a people, 
and from them it is that I take my piéture of the 
Swedes. 


‘Though the Swedes in general appear to languifh 
under oppreffion, which often renders others 
wicked, or of malignant difpofitions, it has not, 
however, the fame influence upon them, as they 
are faithful, civil, and incapable of atrocious 

crimes. 
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crimes. Would you believe that in Sweden high- 
way robberies are not fo much as heard of; for 
my part I have not in the whole country feen a 
gibbet or a gallows. They pay an infinite refpect 
to their ecclefiaftics, whom they fuppofe to be the 
privy counfellors of providence, who, on their 
part, turn this credulity to their own advantage, 
and manage their parifhioners as they pleafe. In 
general, however, they feldom abufe their fove- 
reign authority. Hearkened to as oracles, re- 
garded as the difpenfers of eternal rewards and 
punifhments, they readily influence their hearers 
into juftice, and make them praétical philofophers 
without the pains of ftudy.. 


As to their perfons they are perfeétly well made, 
and the men particularly have a very engaging air. 
The greateft part of the boys which I faw in the 
country, had very white hair, They were as 
beautiful as Cupids, and there was fomething 
open and entirely happy in their little chubby 
faces. The girls, on the contrary, have neither 
fuch fair, nor fuch even complexions, and their 
features are much lefs delicate, which is a circum- 
ftance different from that of almoft every other 
country. Befides this, it is obferved that the women 
are'generally afflicted with the itch, for which Scania 
is particularly remarkable. I had an inftance of 
this in one of the inns on the road. The hoftefs 
was one of the moft beautiful women I have ever 

feen; 
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feen ; fhe had fo fine a complexion, that I could 
not avoid admiring it. But what was my furprize 
when fhe opened her bofom in order to fuckle her 
child, to perceive that feat of delight, all covered 
with this difagreeable diftemper. The carelefs 
gmanner in which fhe expofed to our eyes fo dif- 
gufting an object, {ufficiently teftifies that they 
xegard it as no very extraordinary malady, and 
feem to take no pains to conceal it. Such are the 
xematks, which probably you may think trifling 
enough, I have made in my journey to Stock- 


holm, which, to take it all together, is a large, 
beautiful, and even populous city. 


The arfenal appears to me one of its greateft 
curiofities; it is an handfome fpacious building, 
but however illy ftored with the implements of 
.war. To recompence this defect, they have al- 
vmoft filled it with trophies, and other marks of 
.their former military glory. -I faw there feveral 
.chambers filled with Danifh, Saxon, Polifh, and 
Ruffian ftandards. There was at leaft enough to 
.fuffice half a dozen armies ; but new ftandards 
are more eafily made than new armies can be en- 
lifted. I faw, befides, fome very rich furniture, 
and fome of the. crown jewels of great value, 
but what principally engaged my attention, and 
, touched. me with pafling melancholy, were the 
dloody, yet precious fpoils, of the two greateft 
, heroes the north ever produced. What I mean 

are 
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afe thé cloaths in which the gteat Guftavas Adol-' 
phus, and, the intrepid’ CHarlés XEE: died, by a 
fate not ufual to kings. Thie firft, if I remember, 
is a fort of a buff waiftcoat, made antique fafhion, 
very plain, and without the leaft ornaments; the 
fécond, whith was evén mofe remarkable, con- 
frftéd only of 4 coarfe blue cloth coat, a largé 
Hat of lefs valye; a fhirt of coarfe linen, largé 
boots, and buff ‘glovés made to cover a great part 
of thearm. His faddle, his piftols and his fword, 


‘ have hothing in them remarkable, the meaneft 


foldier was in this refpe& no way inferior to his 
gallant monarch. I {hall ufe this opporturiity to 
give you fome particulars of the life of a mat 
already fo well known, which I had from perfons 
who knew him when a child, and who now, bya 
fate not unufual to courtiers, fpend a life of po- 
verty and retirement, and talk over in raptures 
all the actions of their old viGtorious. king, com~ 
panion and matter, 


Courage and inflexible conftancy formed the. 
bafis of this monarch’s character. In his ten- 
dereft years he gave inftances of both, When he 
was yet fcarce feven years old, being at dinner 
with the queen his mother, intending to give a 
bit of bread toa great dog he was fond of, this 
hungry animal fnapt too greedily at the morfel, 
and bit his hand in a terrible manner. The 
wound bled copioufly, but our young hero, 

without 
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without offering to cry, or taking the ‘leaft notice 
of his misfortune, endeavoured'to conceal what 
had happened, left his dog fhould be brought into 
trouble, and wrapped his bloody hand in the nap-- 
kin. The queen perceiving that he did not eat, 
atked him the reafon. He contented himfelf with 
replying, that he thanked her, he was not hungry. 
They thought he was taken ill, and fo repeated 
their folicitations. But all was in vain, though 
the poor child was already grown pale with the 
lofs of blood. An officer who attended at table, 
at laft perceived it; for Charles would fooner 
have died than betrayed his dog, whom he knew 
intended no injury. 


At another time, when in the fmall pox, and 
his cafe appeared dangerous, he grew one day 
very uneafy in his bed, and a gentleman who 
watched him, defirous of covering him up clofe, 
received from the patient a violent box on his ear. 
Some hours after obferving the prince more calm, 
he entreated to know how he had incurred his 
difpleafure, or what he had done to have merited 
a blow. A blow, replied Charles, I don’t re- 
member any thing of it; I remember, indeed, 
that I thought myfelf in the battle of Arbela, 
fighting for Darius, where I gave Alexander a 
blow, which brought him to the ground. 


What 
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What great effects might not thefe two quali- 
ties of courage and conftancy have produced, had 
they at firft received a juft dire&tion. Charles, 
with proper inftruction, thus naturally difpofed, 
would have been the delight and the glory of his 
age. Happy thofe. princes, who are educated 
by: men who are:at once vertuous and wife, 
and have been for fome time in the fchool of 
affiftion ; who weigh happinefs againft glory, 
and teach their royal pupils the real value of fame; 
who are ever fhewing the fuperior dignity of man 
to that of royalty; that a peafant who does his 
duty is a nobler character than. a king of even 
middling reputation. Happy, I fay, were princes, 
could fuch men be found to inftruét them, but 
thofe to whom fuch an education is generally in- 
trufted, are men who themfelves have acted in a 
fphere too high to know mankind. Puffed up 
themfelves with ideas of falfe grandeur, and 
meafuring merit by adventitious circumftances of 
greatnefs, they generally communicate thofe fatal 
prejudices to their pupils, confirm their pride by 
adulation, or encreafe their ignorance by teaching 
them to defpife that wifdom which is found among 
the poor. | 


But not to moralize when only intend a Story; 
what is related of the journies of this prince is 
no lefs aftonifhing. He has fometimes been on 
horfeback for four and twenty hours fucceflively, 

and 
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ant thus traverfed the greateft part of his kingdom. 





At laft none of his officers were found capable of 
following him; he thus confequently rode the 
greateft part of thefe journies quite alone, without 
taking a moment’s repofe, and without any other: 
fubfiftence but a bit of bread. In one of thefe 
rapid courfes, lie underwent an adventure fingu- 
lar enough. Riding thus poft one day, all. alone, 
he had the misfortune to have his horfe fall dead 
under him. This might have embarraffed an or- 
dinary man, but it gave Charles no fort of unea~ 
finefs. Sure of finding another horfe, .but not 
equally fo of meeting with a good faddle and 
piftols, he tingirds his horfe, claps the whole 
equipage on his own back, and thus accoutred, 
Marches on to the next inn, which by good for- 
tune was: not far-off. Entering the ftable, he 
here found an horfe.entirely to his mind; fo, 
without further ceremony, he clapped on his faddle 
and houfing with great compofure, and was juft 
going to mount, when the gentleman who owned 
the horfe was apprized of a ftranger’s going to 
fteal his property-out of the fable. ‘Upon afking 
the king, whom he- had never feen, bluntly, how 
he prefumed to meddle with his horfe, Charles 
coolly replied, fqueezing in his lips, which was 
his ufual cuftom, that he took the horfe becaufe 
he wanted one; for you fee, continued he, if I 
have none, I fhall be obliged to carry the faddle 
— This anfwer did not feem at all fatif- 

factory 
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factory to the gentleman, who inftantly drew his 
fword. In this the king was not much behind 
hand with him, and to it they were going, when 
the guards, by this time, came up, and teftified 
that furprize which was natural, to fee arms in the 
hand of a fubjeé&t againft his king. Imagine whe- 
ther the gentleman was lefs furprized than they at 
his unpremeditated difobedience. His aftonifh- 
ment, however, was foon diffipated by the king, 
who, taking him by the hand, affured him he was 
a brave fellow, and himfelf would take care he 
fhould.be provided for. This promife was after- 
wards fulfilled ; and I have been affured the king 
made-him a captain. 


I am, SIR, &c. 








( 50) 


THE 
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FO 
IRIS, in Bow-Street, Covent-Garden. 


AY, cruel Ir1s, pretty rake, 
Dear mercenary beauty, 
What annual offering fhall I make, 

Expreffive of my duty. 


My heart, a victim to thine eyes, 
Should I at once deliver, 

Say, would the angry fair one prize 
The gift, who flights the giver. 

A bill, a jewel, watch, or toy, 
My rivals give——and let ’em. 

If gems, or gold, impart a joy, 
I'll give them———when I get ’em. 

I'll give——but not the full-blown rofe, 
Or rofe-bud more in fafhion; 

Such fhort-liv’d offerings but difclofe 
A tranfitory paffion. 





I'll give thee fomething yet unpaid, 
Not lefs fincere, than civil: 

I'll give thee——Ah ! too charming maid ; 
T’ll give thee~———-To the Devil. 


HA P- 


‘ 
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HAPPINESS, 


In a great Meafure, 


Dependant on CONSTITUTION. 


HEN I refle€&t on the unambitious re- 
tirement in which I paffed the earlier 

part of my life in the country, I cannot avoid 
feeling fome pain in thinking that thofe happy 
days are never to return. In that retreat all nature 
feemed capable of affording pleafure; I then made 
no refinements on happinefs, but could be pleafed 
with the moft aukward efforts of ruflic mirth; 
thought crofs-purpofes the higheft ftretch of hu- 
man wit, and queftions and commands the thoft 
rational amufement for fpending the evening. 
Happy could fo charming an illufion ftill con- 
tinue. I find age and knowledge only contribute 
to fouf our difpofitions. My prefent enjoyments 
may be more refined, but they are infinitely lefs 
pleafing. The pleafure Garrick gives, can no 
way compare to that I have received from a coun- 
try wag, who imitated a quaker’s fermon. The 
mufic of Matei is diffonance to what I felt when 
our old dairy-maid fung me into tears with Johnny 
E2 Armftrong’s 
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Armftrong’s Laft Good Night, or the Cruelty of 
Barbara Allen. 


Writers of every age have endeavoured to fhew 
that pleafure is in us, and not in the objects of¢ 
fered for our amufement. If the foul be happily 
difpofed, every thing becomes a fubject of enter- 
tainment, and diftrefs will almoft want a name. 
Every occurrence paffes in review like the figures 
of a proceffion ; fome may be aukward, others 
ill dreffed ; but none but a fool is for this en- 
raged with the mafter of the ceremanies. 


I remember to have once feen a flave in a for- 


tification in Flanders, who appeared no way ° 


touched with his fituation. He was maimed, de- 
formed, and chained ; obliged to toil from the 
appearance of day ’till night-fall, and condemned 
to this for life ; yet, with all thefe circumftances of 
apparent wretchednefs, he fung, would have danced, 
but that he wanted a leg, and appeared the merrieft, 
happieft man of all the garrifon. What a practi- 
- cal philofopher was here ; an happy conftitution 
fupplied philofophy, and though feemingly defti- 
tute of wifdom, he was really wife. No reading 
or ftudy had contributed to difenchant the fairy 
land around him. Every thing furnifhed him 
with an opportunity of mirth ; and though fome 
thought him from his infenfibility a fool, he was 

fuch 
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fuch an ideot as philofophers might with in vain to 
imitate. 


They, who like him, can place themfelves on 
that fide of the world in which every thing appears 
in a ridiculous or pleafing light, will find fome- 
thing in every occurrence to excite their good 
humour. The moft calamitous events, either to 
themfelves or others, can bring no new affliction ; 
the whole world is to them a theatre, on which 
comedies only are acted. All the buftle of he- 
roifm, or the rants of ambition, ferve only to 
heighten the abfurdity of the fcene, and make 
the humour more poignant. They feel, in fhort, 
as little anguifh at their own diftrefs, or the com- 
plaints. of others, as the undertaker, though 
dreffed in black, feels forrow at a funeral, 


Of all the men I ever read of, the famous Car- 
dinal De Retz pofleffed this happinefs of temper in 
the higheft degree, As he was a man of gallantry, 
and defpifed all that wore the pedantic appearance 
of philofophy, wherever pleafure was to be~ 
fold, he was generally foremoft to raife the auétion. 
Being an univerfal admirer of the fair fex, when 
he found one lady cruel, he generally fell in love 
with another, from whom he expected a more 
favourable reception : If fhe too rejeéted his ad- 
dreffes, he never thought of retiring into defarts, 
or pining in hopelefs diftrefs. He perfuaded him- 

E3 felf, 
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felf, that inftead of loving the lady, he only fan- 
cied he had loved her, and fo all was well again, 
When fortune wore her angrieft look, when he 
at laft fell into the power of his moft deadly 
enemy Cardinal Mazarine, and was confined a 
clofe prifoner in the caftle of Valenciennes, he 
never attempted to fupport his diftrefs by wifdom 
or philofophy, for he pretended to neither. He 
laughed at himfelf and his perfecutor, and feemed 
infinitely pleafed at his new fituation, In this 
manfion of diftrefs, though fecluded from his 
friends, though denied all the amufements, and 
even the conveniencies of life, teized every hour 
by the impertinence of wretches who were em- 
ployed to guard him, he ftill retained -his good 
humour, laughed at all their little fpite, and car- 
ried the jeft fo far as to be revenged, by writing 
the life of his goaler, 


All that philofophy can teach, is to be ftubborn 
or fullen under misfortunes. The Cardinal’s ex- 
amp!é will inftruct us to be merry in circumftances 
of the higheft affliftion. It matters not whether 
our good humour be conftrued by others inta 
infenfibility, or even ideotifm ; it is happinefs ta 
’ ourfelves, and none but a fool would meafure his 
fatifation by what the world thinks of it. 


Dick Wildgoofe was one of the happieft filly 
fellows I ever knew. He was of the number of 


thofe 
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thofe good-natured creatures that are faid to do 
no harm to any but themfelves. Whenever Dick 
fell into arly mifery, he ufually called it /eeing life. 
If his head was broke by ‘a chairman, or his pocket 
picked by a fharper, he comforted himfelf by imi- 
tating the Hiberfiian diale& of the one, or the 
more fafhionable cant of the other. Nothing came 
amifs to Dick. His inattention to money matters 
had incenfed his father to fuch a degree, that all 
the interceffion of friends in his favour, was 
fruitlefs. The old gentleman was on his death- 
bed. The whole family, and Dick among the 
number, gathered around him. I leave my fecond 
fon Andféew, faid the expiring mifer, my whole 
éftate, arid defire him to be frugal. Andrew, in 
a forrowful tone, as is ufual on thefe occafions, 
Prayed heaven to prolong his life and health to enjoy 
ft bimfelf. | recommend Simon, my third fon, to 
the care of his elder brother, and leave him befide 
four thoufand pounds. Ah! father, cried Simon, 
(in great affli&tion to be fure) May heaven give 
you life and health to enjoy it yourfelf. At laft, 
turning to poor Dick; as for you, you have al- 
ways been a fad dog, you'll never come to good, 
you'll never..be rich,. 1’i! leave ypu a fhilling 
to buy an halter. Ah! father, cries Dick, 
without any emotidh, Alay heaven give you 
life and health to enjoy it yourfelf. This was 
all the trouble the lofs of fortune gave this thought- 
ifs imprudent creature. However, the tender- 
E4 nefs 
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nefs of an uncle recompenced the negle& .of a 
father; and Dick is now not only exceflively 
good-humoured, but competently rich. 


The world, in fhort, may cry out at a bank- 
rupt who appears at a ball; at an author who 
laughs at the public which pronounces him a 
dunce; at a general who fmiles at the reproach of 
the vulgar, or the lady who keeps her good hu- 
mour in fpite of fcandal; but fuch is the wifeft 
behaviour they can poffibly affume ; it is certainly 
a better way to oppofe calamity by diffipation, 
than to take up the arms of reafon or refolution 
to oppofe it; By the firft method we forget our 
miferies, by the laft we only conceal them from 
others; by ftruggling with misfortunes, we are 
fure to receive fome wounds in the confli&t. ‘The 
only method to come off victorious, is by running 
away. 
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THEATRES. 


Ademoifelle Clairon, a celebrated aétrefs at 

Paris, feems to me the moft perfect fe- 
male figure I have ever feen upon any ftage. Not, 
perhaps, that nature has been more liberal of per- 
fonal beauty to her, than fome to be feen 
upon our theatres at home. There are adctrefles 
here who have as much of what connoiffeurs call 
ftatuary grace, by which is meant elegance un- 
conneéted with motion, as fhe; but they all fall 
infinitely fhort of her, when the foul comes to 
give expreffion to the limbs, and animates every 
feature, 


Her firft appearance is exceflively engaging ; 
fhe never comes in ftaring round upon the com- 
pany, as if fhe intended to count the benefits of 
the houfe, or at leaft to fee, as well as be feen, 
Her eyes are always, at firft, intently fixed upon 
the perfons of the drama, and fhe lifts them 
by degrees, with enchanting diffidence, upon the 
fpectators. Her firft fpeech, or at leaft the firft 
part of it, is delivered with fcarce any motion of 
, the arm; her hands and her tongue never fet 
"gut together; but the one prepares us for the 

other. 
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other. She fometimes begins with a mute, eloquent 
attitude ; but never goes forward all at once with 
hands, eyes, head, and voice. This obfervation, 
though it may appear of no importance, fhould 
certainly be adverted to; nor do I fee any one 
performer (Garrick only excepted) among us, 
that is not, in this particular, apt to offend. By 
this fimple beginning fhe gives herfelf a power 
of rifing in the paffion of the fcene. As fhe pro~ 
ceeds, every gefture, every look acquires new 
violence, till at laft tranfported, fhe fills the 
whole vehemence of the part, and all the idea of 


the poet. 


Her hands are net alternately ftretched out, 
and then drawn in again, as with the. finging 
women at Sadler’s-wells ; they are employed with 
graceful variety, and every moment pleafe with 
new and unexpedted eloquence. Add to this, 
that their motion is generally from the fhoulder ; 
fhe never. flourifhes her hands while the upper 
part of her arm is motionlefs, nor has fhe the rie 
diculous appearance, as if her elbows were pinned 
to her hips. 


But of all the cautions to be given our rifing 
actrefles, I would particularly recommend it to 
them never to take notice of the audience, upon 
any occafion whatfoever; let the fpectators ap= 
plaud never fo loudly, their praifes fhould pafs, 

except 
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except at the end of the epilogue, with feeeming 
inattention. I can never pardon a lady on the 
ftage. who, when fhe draws the admiration of the 
whole audience, turns about to make them a low 
courtefy for their applaufe. Such a figure no longer 
continues Belvidera, but at once drops into Mrs. 
Cibber. Suppofe a fober tradefman, who once a 
year takes his fhilling’s worth at Drury-lane, 
in order to be delighted with the figure of a 
queen, the queen of Sheba for inftance, or ; 
any other queen: This honeft man has no other 
idea of the great but from their fuperior 
pride and impertinence: Suppofe fuch a man 
placed among the fpeétators, the firft figure that 
prefents on the ftage is the queen herfelf, courte- 
fying and cringing to all the company ; how can he 
fancy her the haughty favourite of king Solomon 
the wife, who appears actually more fubmiffive 
than the wife of his bofom. Weare all tradefmen 
of a nicer relifh in this refpe&t, and fuch a condu@& 
muft difguft every fpeétator who loves to have 
the illufion of nature ftrong upon him. 


Yet, while I recommend to our aétrefles a fkil- 
ful attention to gefture, I would not have them 
ftudy it in the looking-glafs. This, without fome 
precaution, will render their. ation formal; by 
£00 great un intimacy with this, they become ftiff 
and affected. People feldom improve, when they 
have no other model but themfelves to copy after. 


I re- 
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I remember to have known a notable performer of 
the other fex, who made great ufe of this flatter- 
ing monitor, and yet was one of the ftiffeft 
figures I ever faw. I am told his apartment was 
hung round with looking-glafs, that he might fee 
his perfon twenty times reflected upon entering 
the room; and I will make bold to fay, he faw 
twenty very ugly fellows whenever he did fo, 
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A 
L E T T E R 
. “RROM’ 
Mr. VOL TAIRE, 
TO 


M. TI RIOT. 


Monrion, near Laufanne, 

Dear Sir, March 26, 1757. 
F all the praifes you are pleafed to beftow on 
my trifling Effay on General Hiftory, I can 
acquiefce only in thofe which you mention of my 
impartiality, of my love of truth, and my zeal 
for the happinefs of fociety. All my life has been 
{pent in contributing to fpread a fpirit of philofo- 
phy and toleration, and fuch a ipirit now feems to 
charaéterife the age. This glorious fpirit, which 
animates every enlightened mind, has begun to 
diffufe itfelf in this country, where firft my vale- 
tudinary conftitution, and now the charms of 
tranquility keep me. It is no fmall example of 
the progrefs of human reafon, that my Hiftory 
has been printed at Geneva with public approba- 
tion, 
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tion, in which I have characterized Calvin asa 
man of a difpofition as much more villainous as 
his underftanding was more enlightened than that 
of the reft of mankind. The death of Servetus 
appears ftill abominable. The Dutch blufh when 
they recolle& their cruelty to Barnevelt. I know 
not whether the Englifh yet find any remorfe for 
theirs to Byng. The attempt and the tortures 
of Damien have been objected to me as incon- 
gruous with my charaéter of the prefent age. Al- 
moft every man of any figure in the literary world 
has demanded, Is this the nation which you have 
drawn in fo amiable a light? Is this the age 
which you have defcribed, as fuperior to others 
in wifdom? To this I anfwer (as I well may) 
that fome men are of characters very different - 
from that of their country, or the times they 
live in. A poor madman, of the dregs of the 
people, is not a model from which to characterize 
his country. But, on the other hand, Chatel and 
Ravillac were poffefled with an epidemic fury, 
the fpirit of public fanaticifm turned their heads ; 
and even fo far was the age infected, that 1 have 
by me an apology for the behaviour of John Cha- 
tel, printed during the trial of this unhappy, but 
deluded creature. It is quite otherwife at pre- 
_ fent; Damien’s attempt has been looked upon 

with indignation not only by France, but by all 
Europe. 


In 


Mr. VoLTAsRE; toMr. Trrior. 6% 


In the little romantic country in which I 
refide, lying along the banks of the Genevan lake, 
we turn with horror from enormities like thefe. 
We ac here as they ought to a& at Paris 5. 
we live with tranquillity; we cultivate learning 
without divifions or envy. Tavernier obferves, 
that the profpeét of Laufanne from the Genevan 
lake refembles that of Conftantinople; but what 
pleafes me more than a profpect is, that love for 
the arts which infpires the generality of its inha- 
bitants. 


You have not been deceived when it was told 
you, that Zara, the Prodigal Son, and other 
plays, have been reprefented here as well as 
they could have been at Paris: Yet, let not 
this furprize you; they neither know, nor fpeak 
any other language here than that of France. - 
Almoft all the families are of French extraction ; 
and we have as much tafte here as in any part of 
the world. 


We have not here that low ridiculous hiftory of 
the war in 1741, which they have printed at Paris. 
with my name; nor the pretended Port feuille, 
where there are fcarce three fentences of mine ; 
nor that infamous rhapfody, intituled, The Maid 
of Orleans, replete with lines the moft low and 
ftupid, that ever efcaped from ignorance, and 
with infolencies the moft atrocious that ever 

I impudence 
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impudence had cottrage to avow. We mutt own 
that there have lately been many enormities com- 
mitted at Paris, with both the dagger and the 
pen.- I confole myfelf, at being diftant from my 
friends, in finding myfelf removed from fuch 
enormities as thefe ; and I muft pity that amiable 
country which can thus produce monfters. © 


VOLTAIRE. 





